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How a Small Boy First
Met the Rambillicus and
Destrovyed the Bad Goon
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“This valley is where the Rambillicus grows all
the good things with which he treats his children.”
said the Skeewink, looking around. “You sre quite
at liberty to eat anything you like,” he added. “I
don’t suppose any boy was ever here before, but
that don’t make any difference!”

While Denny was eating—and you may be sure
he missed nothing—the Skeewink added to his in-
formation regarding the Rambillicus, that lovely
animal loaded to the muzzle with doughnuts,
pickles, pretzels and other dainties, who sheds ice
cream and frankfurters, pies and waffles, trembles
with pleasure when a grateful boy or girl says

“thank you.” snd who wriggles with such glee that

he just squirts lemonade or soda water from every
spout. - :
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‘That's a good idea!” ¢ the Skeewink, and
without another word he way, with his striped

aloft in the air. In couple of hours he re-

ned to say that the Goos s rapidly eating his

way toward Barrettsburg and never would trouble
them at all.

3ut now Denny began to worry. for he knew that
rich, presperous Barrettsburg couldn’t stand a visit
from the Goon withou ister following, snd at
last he told his friends that he must return home at
once.

“But what good can vou do?”
wink. “You are but a mere boy.”

“I don’t know that I can do anything, but I want
to be near my father. I wish I could get there to-
night !”

“You ean if you follow the railroad, which passes
very near here,” said the Skeewink. Then he led
Denny thirough a thitk wood that concealed the
Pcrennial Pienie Grounds from view, and there
was the railroad! So Denny said good-by, promised
to return and hastened away.

When he arrived near town he found hundreds
of people along the road, all weeping bitterly, for
already the Goon had arrived at the great lake from
which they got their city water and had drank up
every drop! Children were erying already Hor

water! Then he heard that it had devoured all the
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coal and was now eating up the lumber yards to
the north of the town!

Then the Board of Aldermen came
President Mulock cried
agony:

“A thousand—yes, five thousand dollars out
my own pocket, in ecash, to the man who saves

. .
aloud in a veige

from this awful peril!”
Denny’s father, who happened along just
caught the bdy by the shoulder and sgueezec

if we had that we'd never bave to flag
another traini”
Suddenly a great idea came into Denny’s mind
“Father,” said he, in a whisper. “Father, do you
suppose we could get a locomotive 7
“Sure, that's easy enough! There's seven of them
resting idle in the roundhouse! But what do you
want with a locomotive? Sure, why not wish for
one of them autimobubbles ¢
“Could you run a locomotive?” asked Denny.
“Could I run a locomotive? Wasn't I a fireman
on one for ten years, and a good one, too, Sure, I
can!”
“Then we are saved!” eried Denny. “Now follow
fast as you can, and we will get a locomo-

a few minutes they were spinning down the
, and soon the locomotive was hauling a long
f oil-tank cars off to the great empty lake

o hich the Goon had drank all the water.

"hen Denny and his father allowed all the oil to

; from the tanks until all were empty, after

h they went back for more. By night the lake

was almost half-full of clear kerosene oil, and many

people were standing along its banks wondering

what it all meant, but Denny, even then, was not
illinz to tell what he was going to do.

3y nightfall half of Barrettsburg’s wealth had
been eaten up and every drop of water was gone,
but the Goon was as thirsty as ever and rampaging
around in a dreadful manner after some liquid re-
freshment.

Then, when at last it turned its red eyes toward
the lake of oil it leaped for joy and sprang toward
it, making &% horrible, gurgling sound.

In a few minutes it had swallowed every drop of
the oil and returned to devour the contents of Col-
onel Potter’s oilcloth factory, which was quite an
accidental combination, of course, but very appro-
priate and suitable.

ts great rounded sides seemed bursting as it
stopped beside the factory gate and made goo goo
eyes into the windows. In fact, it was simply oozing
kerosene oil as it walked, and then came Denny’s
opportunity !

He slipped up beside its shining tail, took out a
match, struck it on the seat of his trousers and then
laid it against the Goon’s skin!

Instantly an immense flame shot up! In faet,
Denny had scarce time to leap away and avoid be-
ing singed, so quickly did the Goon burst into flame.
The whele animal was in a blaze at onee.

The enormous, caterpillar-like monster squirmed
end roared, but the fire roared louder, while the
people cheered Denny and sang songs of joy, until
at last the great fire was burned away, leaving noth-
ing but black ashes to show that once an animal
called the Goon had existed.

It was morning by that time, and sll the people,
headed by Aldermen Ilulock, had formed a vast
procession and marched down to the bank, where
Denny was paid the five thousand dollars amid
tumultuous cheers that made his old father shed
tears of joy.

So that’s how Barrettsburg was saved, and how
Denny got the money that took him through ccl-
lege: and if I had time I could tell you many an-
other tale of his visits to old Rambillicus, but now
T must make an end. - WALT 2icDOUGALL.




